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The Commercial Docks, ns surveyed in 1809, from Laurie & Yhitile's map
of London, published in 1811, Tisvems (o be accurate 5o far as the docks are
concerned, bul the Wells brothers had vacated their shipyard almosi a
derade earlier
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INTRODLCTION

This e bocklet was one of two published during the 1840°s - the
other being Rev. Edward Blick's A Shorr Accowm af the Chureles,
Schools and Charitles (o the Pareh of St Mary Rotherfithe - which
throw waluable light on social and economic coaditions in the area at
a perivd of rising prosperity and growth

The docks were taking over [tom e shipyards as the main bocsl
employers, and thronzh rate pavments they were also he main source
of muonicipal income o paving, siieel lighting and poor teliet the
Fistorived Notice of ibe Commercial Docky should be read with This
backpround in mind.  Cwver and above thear legafly enforoed mate
payments, the Commercial Dock Company, and some of its officials
and their tamilies, suppored & local chierch, achaols and charitics with
voluntary conimibutions of land and money (see page 18). A former
auditor of the Company acted a7 joint Treasmeer of the Rotherhithe
Suvings Bank fno doubt sumewhat omamentally, but if weas indicative
of commitmens). By 1844, the Commercial Docks were much mure
rhan just ant employer, but wene an integral pact of the local com-
mmmity. The Grand Surrey Canal Compaay. which shared the buli of
the tnterior of Rotherhithe peninsyla wath the Commercial Dock Co.
seeins to have been more impoverished - at least in the period coversd
b Bligk's book, The Grand Susrey Canal Co. also opergied docks
which competed in the timber trade with the Comumercial Co., and thiz
probably explaing why the map issued with e original pubkbication
has the sole refrence 1o the enlive work o this rival undertsking.
Furthesmore, this imap ignoses the formation of the Grand Surrey laner
Trhock (s map ingide back covery implying (hat i was atill no mon:
than the canal which its promorers had intendod.

This s not the vely respeet in which Gould s Tegs then candid,
Shipbuilder Williaw Ritchie, who bought the Groeeland Thock Estate
frorm (he Wells hrothers, then sold it shordy atter to the newly formed
Commereisd Docks Co, 15 someshing of an enipma. L have never
found details of any skip which he constrocted - he cemainly never
builLany fon (he Rovel Navy or Cor Lhe Eas| Indis trade, and must have
been in a fairly small way of business; not the kind of entrepraneur 1o
have the capital avallable for property deals of that size. Tt soems
Likely thet be was wsed 1o buy e Gregnland Eseate, pending  the
formaticn of the Commereial Docks Co. and the applicasion far an
Agt of Padiament. The chairman of the new Company, Sir Charles
Price, wis in Lhe happy position of swning a bank, so might well have
been the suarce of the necessary Tunds. Somewhat oddly, William
Ritchia never bevame a director of the Compane, Bul e was ane of the
first anditors.

Ritchie may bave been involved in a simifar manuewvre in 1815, when
be briefly ook over the former Dudmen’s Dockyard  at Grove Si
Deptlord, in what seems to have been an attempt o “squesre™  the
rival Tast Country Dock Company, which had been boping to expand

Tatile is known of Gould himself: all that can be sgid is that he was
probably invelved in the lmbur tade, he became a Directar of the
Company in 1830, and had an obvious pride in the undertaking whick
he was helping t¢ run, Fis account of events during his directorship can
probably be rolied vpen, bur his description of the early daws of
Howland/Greenland Dock prior 10 1807, seems to have been derived
frcem Ihe wiilings of vatous antiguarians, and is wreng in a number of
respects.  However, the Accowd... of the Howland Great Wei Deck
wihich he repioduces on pages 15-17 seens to have beea wrilien in the
carly L700's as a desciiption of eme of the several engmvings of the
facility pubslished at sbout that time. Thave reproduced ore of these on
Gowld's blank page 14. 'The capy which T was loaned to scan for this
editicnn lacked a Lie page, so the present onc is a medern fabrication.
The illysiration is s contemporary view of the Commoreaal Ducks,
from & print in my collection The space on Gould's page 17 Las a
sechom throvgh the enfranee to Greenland Dack, which appesred in
London Docks 1300-1930 @ civil emginecring misiory (3ic) by Ivea S.
Citeeves. Baographicsl nuoees on James Walker, the Commercial Doclk
Company’s Ergineer, compiled be the present aulhor, have been added
to Gould's empry page 4. The ilustestion shows the portiait bust of
Walker hy Michuel Rizzello at Greenland Dock.

The map on the centre pages i3 reproduced from a much larger lnlding
onigingl in Gould's editior.  Part of this wag misging (somuthing had
eacen much of the top edee!) and the various docks and buildings were
dislinguished by different coloured tints, which means thal he re-
production leaves something to be desived, bul Thope it readers will
still find it usefid. The map ingide the front cover shows the aren
shurtly after the Commercial Dock Co. had maken over and modermnised
Greenland Dock. That inside the hack cover, dated o Tow vears later,
shinvs hosw mapid the expunsion of both Botherhithe's main dock
swseems had been; the comperition between them was alresdy dam-
agng to both. but it would be 1864 befone common sensc prevailed and
they amalgamalsl W form the Surrey Commersial Docks Company

Firzally. I must thank an antiquarian bookaeller fricad (who wishes to
remain anonyimous, lestil be thought that he has beconza a charioy!) lor
Tending a copy of e Historicol Notice for scanning befare it was sold
fir a collestor in the LSA.

Stuart Rankin, Rotherhithe, Felaary 1993



laines Walker, TTT), FRS (1781 -1802) was borm in Talkirk, wnd at
the e of 19, was apprenticed 1o his uncle, alph Walker who, until
his dismissal in 502, was Resideat Engineer and Superintendent of
Works on the corstruclion of the West Tndia Docks, undsr William
Tessop. Ralph Walker was a former ship's captain in the West India
Trade and planter in Jamaica, TTe had ne engineering training, but
afler leaving the Wost Tndia Docks, he wes appoinied 1o g similar
position with the Cast India Diocka under John Renaie, taking Jarmes
wilh him, Rulph subscquently became engineer ko the Grand Surrey
Canal, at a time when that chiaprise was in diffienldes, and Con-
sulting Bogineer to Tnnity House. He died in 1824, an kas 3 me-
mozal tablet in the lelhy of AN Saint’s church, Poplar.

After working for his ungle on the East India Docks project, James sef
up in practice himself, in pactnership with Alfied Burges, anedin 1808
was appointed Engneer to the Commercial Docks Company, 1Tis
first major task was e modernise Greenlad Dock, hdlding 3 new
entrancg lock, which seems to have been |aid out at an angle, peinting
slightly upstream, allowing a longer chamber to be built  Although
il pethiaps in the first rank of 19th centwry engineers with Rabert
Stephenson and LK, Brunel, James Walker was highly respected
within his prodession. He succeeded his uncle as Consulfing Fngineer
to Triniry House, designing 4 number of Lghthouses, including the
Bishop Rock. He also buill canuls, bridges and railways throughout
Britain, and cn the desth of Thomas Telford becanve pregidant of e
Instizution of Civil Engingers 1834-5 James himself died aged 41 at
Edinburgh in 1852
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Of these Thoexs althongh now forming so prominent a part of the Four o Lossax, ut
little can be found authentic as to the period or purposc of the original fonndation, O
Btawe states, and the traditien remeing, that it was hers thet King Connte began his Caral
to divert the vourse of the River Thames tn Batterses, whilst be baserged Lomdon ; =nd tat
in 120¢ the current wae similarly diverted, for the purpees of rebullding Londen Bridge, which
beving been originally of wood, wee destroyed Ty Firc in 1176,

Be this a8 it may, it existed s

HOWLAND GREAT WET DOCE

in 1660 ; after which date, it was udded to the princely doreins of the Rossell Family by the
marriage of Wriothesly, siterwurds second Duke of Bedfard, Seon of the celebratel Lord
William Hussell, beherded in 1680, with Elizheth, dunghter and heiress of Johe Howland
of Streathar ; i consequenca of which merisge be was created Baron Howland in the bfe-
time of bis grendfuther, the first Duke, Tu this Fumily it remained wntil it was made & Pablie
Deck for the Port of Lonéen ; end it therefors lys clsim 1o beiug the frat Public Mercantile
Dock in Great Britein; snd is proved to hove been in its early days of infinibe sarviee to the



