





The [l4th September, 1957, sees the last tremcar
ruttning on the roads of Liverpool and se brings &o an
end a period of sixty years of tramcar operation by the
Corporation of Liverpool.

This booklet gives a brief pictorial record of the
Deparerment's history during this erg.

THE ElIRST STy YEARS

Horse drawn busss had eperated in Liverpool since 1830 bur the firsc cram
track was |aid down by Geerge Train, the pionser of tramways in Bricain,
in 1881 berween the then Cicy beundary at Sheil Road and Old Swan.  This
line was not a successful venturs, howsver, and had o be discantinued and
cthe track remcyed,

In 1865 a Company (Liverpoo| Tramways Company Limited) was farmed
o " canstruct and wark tramways in Liverpool 7 and opened its firse line
from Exchange o Dingle in 186%.  The trams were double decked horse
drawn and scated 46 passengers.  Although the system was extanded
difficulties arose between the Company and the Corporation over the state
of repair of the tram track itself and the roadway In which che tracks were
laid.

In 1879 the Tramway Company amalgamated wich the Liverpool Omnibus
Company Limited to become the Liverpool United Tramways and Omnibus
Company Limited, and the new Company cntcred into an agresment with the
Corporation by which the Corporation was ta buy the track, recanstruct ic
and ¢arry cuc.any necessiry extensions, then Lo leate the lines to the Com-
pany atan annual rental, the Company to operace the vohlcles. By 1884 the
whole of the suburban ares was connected to the cantre of the City by a
comprehensive horse drawn tramway system, but the day of the horse was
nearing its end as far as tramcars were concerned and experiments wera
already befng carriod out with electrically driven vehicles.

In 1897 the Corporation decided co purchase the system from the Coma-
pany. It took over the fleec of 267 horse trams and about 100 horse buses
and commenced cperating an the st Seprember, 1897, The Cerporation
immediately began = pregramme af electrification adepring the overhsad
wire and trolley system, and che firse fine of the new electric tramway was
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